
LAND LAB CONCEPT: “Birds (Yin) and Bees (Yang)” 200 Words 
 
Site Selection - LOT 5. 1300-06 Montgomery Street 
 
The “Birds and Bees” design concept is to develop a low maintenance native perennial 
planting area that could be used and enjoyed by the local community. Plant selection 
would focus on native plants requiring minimal maintenance after establishment and 
flowers attractive to bees.  The plan would solicit a bee keeper to set hives within a 
secured fenced area installed under this project.  The garden would include a central soft 
surface path for access and strolling. Areas would be available for volunteer gardener to 
raise flowers on the Yin side of the garden and herbs on the Yang side. In subsequent 
competition submittals, volunteer partners will be identified and solicited, including the 
public, Haven of Grace women shelter and senior housing.  Potentially the honey, cut 
flowers and fresh herbs could be sold at the local Old North Co-op market.  Based on 
community interest, potting and growing benches could be incorporated to grow small 
plants for sale. A portable cart could take cut flowers, fresh cut herbs and small potted 
plants to N. 14th Street (on the weekend) and offer them for sale. The cut flower 
plantings, growing benches and the sales cart can be adapted as community interest and 
talent allow. 
 
 
LAND LAB PRELIMINARY BUDGET:  
 
Item Cost Notes 
Soil $500  
Mulch $500  
Plant Material $700  
Bee Hives $400  
Edging $150  
Gravel $100  
Stepping Stones $150  
Planting Bench $300 Optional 
Sales Cart $300 Optional  
Growing Benches $400 Optional 
Growing Supplies $200 Optional 
Water Collection   $600 Optional 
Signage  $100  
Bird Houses/Feeders $0 Made from recycled materials 
Benches $0 (2) donated 
Other $100 Printed materials 
Contingency $500  
TOTAL $5,000  
 
 
 
 



BIOS: 
 
Team Contact: 
Charles Zidar works at the Missouri Botanical Garden as the Manager of Construction 
Administration. He is responsible for managing larger construction projects taking place 
on the grounds and satellite sites owned by the Garden. He works regularly on LEED 
projects and oversees “green” projects around the Garden. Charles moved from North 
Carolina five years ago where he worked at NC State Parks as Head of Exhibits. Along 
with exhibits, he helped manage “green” building projects throughout the state of North 
Carolina. He has an undergraduate degree in Landscape Architecture from the Ohio State 
University and a Master’s degree from the University of Oklahoma in Liberal Studies 
where he studied plant use of the ancient Maya. He is currently working on his PhD from 
Leiden University in the Netherlands.  
 
Noel Fehr, ASLA is a Principal and Project Manager at Planning Design Studio located 
in downtown St. Louis.  His experience with public, private and institutional clients 
ranges from urban design and public realm projects to parks and greenways.  
Assignments include feasibility studies, master planning, site design, construction 
documents and construction period services.  Over 20 projects have received planning or 
design awards from ASLA, APA and other professional organizations.  Sustainable 
practices incorporated into projects include use of recycled materials, native plantings, 
and water quality BMP’s including raingardens, bio swales and organic filters. 
 
Geoffrey Van de Riet, ASLA, APA, LEED®GA is a landscape architect/planner at 
Planning Design Studio where he couples his planning and design skills with sustainable 
green building principals. Geoffrey’s recent experience has been in St. Louis, but his 
projects have been across the entire midwest.  This experience has included analysis, 
planning, design and construction documents for master planned communities, 
commercial developments, and park/recreational facilities. He is familiar with the north 
St. Louis area from prior projects and studies.  
 
Elise Ibendahl is a Professional Engineer specializing in water resources.  She is 
currently the Global Technology Lead for Floodplain Management at CH2M HILL and a 
Certified Floodplain Manager. Ms. Ibendahl incorporates green infrastructure, such as 
rain gardens, water reuse, bioretention, and other best management practices into project 
designs whenever possible.  Projects Ms. Ibendahl has been involved in include the Shaw 
Park Rain Garden and the City of St. Louis Pilot Green Alley Program. 
 
Steven Ibendahl 
Mr. Ibendahl is the Sustainability Planner for HeartLands Conservancy and has over 15 
years of professional experience as a landscape architect.  He is an advocate for walkable 
communities and sustainable design.  Prior experience includes a wide range and 
diversity of projects such as master planning, park and trail design, streetscape design, 
site development, landscape design,    transportation   enhancement, and public 
involvement.  He has worked with a wide variety of groups including state and federal 
agencies, communities, neighborhood organizations, and businesses.   


