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The Appleseed Project 
OBJECTIVE 

We will follow in the footsteps of Jonathan Chapman, also known as “Johnny Appleseed”, by planting pocket 
orchards of edible trees, shrubs, and vines within the city of St. Louis. We plan to use current sustainability 
methods to design and create orchards that are a long term self- sustaining solution for St. Louis’ vacant 
land.   

BENEFITS 

Transforming vacant land into aesthetically pleasing and productive environments that give back to the 
community in the form of fresh, nutritious, healthy fruit can help to make city neighborhoods, safer, cleaner 
and more appealing, resulting in a better quality of life as well as improved property values and the 
generation of additional tax revenue for the City of St. Louis. In addition to giving back to the community, 
our orchards will have a charitable component where a portion of the harvest is shared with local food 
banks.  

In addition, using the land to plant trees can benefit the overall environment by reducing urban heat, 
absorbing carbon emissions, absorbing noise, reducing storm water runoff, cleaning the air  and creating 
habitats for wildlife.  

METHOD 

Our orchard would include layers of trees and plants to maximize usage of the space and create a system 
that mimics the ecology of a natural forest. By working with nature instead of against it, these types of 
Permaculture orchards require relatively less maintenance.  

Additional benefits of a diverse orchard include: 

 Multiple harvests– Multiple trees and plants provide continuous food production.  

 Expanded choice – A diverse orchard produces fruit that appeals to a wide variety of individuals.  

 Minimized crop loss – If one crop fails, others are available for harvesting.  

 Pest control – Pests often target one type of plant, so diverse orchards are less attractive. Plants 
that repel pests can also be planted in a diverse orchard.  

The canopy layer would include dwarf and semi-dwarf trees (for harvesting ease) including apples, pears, 
peaches, and cherries. The shrub layer would consist of raspberries, blackberries, blueberries, currants, and 
gooseberries and other less common shrubs. Grapes would serve the vine layer. The understory would 
include herbs and perennials such as chives, rhubarb, artichokes, and strawberries.  

Initial site work would focus on soil testing, remediation (if necessary), and soil preparation. We have the 
potential to use solar technology (photovoltaic cells) as a power source for irrigation, water retention 
pond/cistern, and pollination pools.  Compost bins to create a zero-waste site could be constructed as well.  
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After proper site preparation, planting could begin on the site along with any needed hardscaping. In 
addition to the long-term orchard plantings, the site could include many plant species that would be 
available for harvest or flowering in the first and second years so the public receives immediate gratification 
from the project.     

Trees, bushes, vines, and plants are all readily available at  low to no-cost from organizations dedicated to 
promoting environmentally responsible stewardship. Soil amendments including mulch and manure could 
be acquired from the Carondelet Park and the stables at Forest Park.  A truck is available for transportation. 
When possible, native warm season grasses could be used to minimize maintenance in areas without 
harvestable plantings and serve as pollinator magnets.   

On-going maintenance would be provided by volunteers with a heavy focus on recruitment within the 
neighboring community as well as soliciting educational assistance and support from organizations including 
the Missouri Botanical Garden, Gateway Greening, Forest Releaf, Missouri Prairie Foundation, Fruit Tree 
Planting Foundation, UM School of Natural Resources, and the Missouri Department of Conservation.  

Partnerships with SLPS including long-term student projects where they are able to participate over time 
and watch the orchard take root, would also be welcomed along with educational field trips.  

FEASIBILITY  

City orchards have been taking root on vacant land across the country over the last several years. The 
programs we would most like to emulate include:  
 

 Philadelphia Orchard Project – Works with community-based groups and volunteers to plan and 
plant orchards filled with useful and edible plants. They provide the plants, trees, and training. 
Community organizations own, maintain, and harvest the orchards, expanding community -based 
food production. Orchards are planted in formerly vacant lots, community gardens, schoolyards, 
and other spaces, almost exclusively in low-wealth neighborhoods where people lack access to fresh 
fruit. To date, they have planted 32 orchards and almost 450 trees.  

 Portland Fruit Tree Project – Empowers neighbors to share in the harvest and care of urban fruit 
trees as well as creating sustainable, cost-free ways to obtain healthy, locally grown food. They 
organize people to gather fruit before it falls at harvesting parties. Half of the harvest goes to food 
banks and half goes to the participants. More than half of the harvesting party slots are reserved for 
low-income individuals. In 2013, they will harvest 70,000 lbs of fresh fruit in the coming year and 
distribute it to 9,000 families in need.  

 
The key qualities of both programs that we would replicate include neighboring community involvement as 
well as a charitable component of giving back to those with limited access to fresh fruit.  
  

PROJECT PARTICIPANTS 

Experts/Mentors 
Greg Newell – Master Gardener   Sarah Strandemo – Master Gardener    
Kevin Sir - Bowood Farms Fruit Tree Expert Phil Forsyth – Director of the Philadelphia Orchard Project  
  
Initial Volunteers 
Tracy Baum – Realtor  Paris Bouchard – Teacher  Larry Dolan – Insurance Agent  
Eric Hadley – Teacher  Becky Kraner – Sales   Jennifer Norris – Food Sales 
Josh Norris – Executive Chef Chelsea Pearson – Medical Student Sarah Sorenson – Photographer 
Dan Thomas – Sales  Katy Thomas – Business Development 


