
The Food Deck 
 
Team overview:   
Angela Kress graduated from Washington University in St. Louis, Samfox School 
of Design and Visual Arts with a B.A. in architecture.  She is currently applying to 
graduate schools to study urban planning and design.  Previously, she interned 
at Old North St. Louis Restoration Group where she first became familiar with the 
neighborhood. 
 
Brad Valtman graduated from the Samfox School of Design and Visual Arts, 
Washington University in St. Louis with a B.A. in architecture with minors in 
urban design and environmental studies.   
 
 
Project Scope:  
Our proposal utilizes the potential of food trucks to provide a greatly desired 
amenity to the community by appropriating the vacant lot at 1303 Montgomery 
Street.  The site becomes a flexible platform that caters to the inherent 
impermanence of food trucks while providing infrastructural amenities for both 
food trucks and customers.  What was a vacant space becomes a useful 
community place, connecting local consumers with local businesses.  Because 
the infrastructural interventions are light, they allow the site to be productively 
used while still allowing the potential for future development.  Instead of simply 
taking over the site for the long term, it provides a short and mid-term strategy to 
improve the neighborhood and remains open to future investment. 
  
Three major interventions define our proposal:  placing electrical hookup boxes 
along the northwestern and southwestern edges of the site; creating a bioswale 
landscape in the southeastern corner around the current sewer grate and 
existing tree; and building a pergola-covered seating deck and walkway in the 
southeastern corner, ringing the bioswale landscape.  The electrical hookups 
encourage food trucks to come to the site and allow them to stay in a single 
location for an extended period of time. The positioning also draws the food 
trucks to the western edges of the site, creating a defined space between them 
and the seating deck.  The pergola-covered seating deck provides a new 
community space that encourages consumers to come and stay at the site, 
transforming the lot from just a space to a place.  Utilizing the existing green 
space currently in the southeastern corner, the new bioswale helps mitigate site 
run-off while the natural plantings also contribute to making the site a new 
community place.  Additionally, the bioswale presents an opportunity to provide 
education for visiting customers through signage, offering a tangible example of 
stormwater mitigation.   
 
In addition to the three major moves, we propose several supplementary 
interventions as well.  Removing the asphalt remaining on the site and regrading 
with gravel allows for increased stormwater permeation, helping to mitigate 



stormwater runoff while creating a platform on which the food trucks can flexibly 
arrange themselves.  The gravel works well for the trucks as well as pedestrians, 
ranging from downtown business people visiting during their lunch to 
neighborhood residents in powered wheelchairs.  Additionally, temporary 
plantings ranging from flower boxes to small trees would be placed around the 
seating area to help with place-making and draw customers to the site.  These 
could be flexibly arranged on an ever-changing basis depending on the needs 
and desires of users and could be changed or updated easily as needed.   
 
Future Potentials and Replicability: 
One of the greatest benefits of our proposal is its flexibility and ease of 
replicability.  The flexibility inherent in simple infrastructural investments works 
with the mobility of food trucks; they can easily move from one location better 
suited for the lunch rush to a site better suited for the dinner crowd. This provides 
benefits for both local businesses as well as local residents by increasing access 
to affordable, substantial meals. Because the place-making elements, such as 
flowers and planting boxes, are inherently moveable and not rooted to the site, 
they can be shifted around to other sites as needed. The seating deck is also 
fairly mobile, constructed in such a way to enable quick deconstruction and 
reassembly.  The mobile elements enable to project to be easily shifted and 
replicated as needed. 
 
Additionally, our proposal contains the potential to further root itself into the site 
and community at a future time if desired.  Further investments such as heaters 
and fans, sound systems, and more permanent food kiosks could easily be 
accommodated if the project became a more permanent community amenity. 
The food truck hub could also be become a stage for neighborhood events such 
as art fairs or block parties. Art fairs for example could partner with St Louis 
schools to showcase student’s work, encouraging families from outside the North 
Saint Louis neighborhood to visit. These types of events would double as free 
publicity for the site as well as the neighborhood. This proposal presents many 
possibilities for future growth, both on the current site and onto new ones.  
	  


