
A Sustainable Nectaring Garden 

Vision: We propose to convert the vacant lot addressed as 1300-06 Montgomery 
Street into a nectaring garden composed of native perennial plants that carry out 
extended seasonal flowering to provide local bees, butterflies and hummingbirds 
with the food plants that they require. In proximity to this lot are two local 
honeybee hives which can benefit greatly from additional nectaring sites. There 
are also many native solitary bees that nectar and pollinate wild flowers for which 
we would like to increase the local urban carrying capacity. There are both local 
and migratory butterflies which can nectar on an array of native plants. Also, the 
ruby-throated hummingbird can be attracted with appropriate flowering plants to 
visit this garden.  A sustainable nectaring garden will hopefully provide both 
aesthetic appeal for residents and visitors as well as contribute to the urban 
habitat required to support a wide assortment of nectaring and pollinating 
species. This garden will work to enhance the local streetscape and complement 
the other ongoing gardening efforts in the Old North St. Louis neighborhood. We 
hope that it will also serve as a demonstration garden to encourage other groups 
and neighborhoods to establish nectaring gardens in other locations to help 
provide a living network for biodiversity in the urban environment.   

Team: This is a collaborative effort between Maryville University students in the 
Strategies In Sustainability class with their Professor Tom Bratkowski and his wife, 
Gloria Bratkowski, and one Maryville Environmental Science Student Intern.  

Work Plan:  The plot design will be arranged with flower beds and wood-chipped 
walk paths so that human visitors can see the small signs identifying the native 
flowering plants and do similar plantings in their own back yards. 
Recommendations for native flowering plant species will be sought from the staff 
at the Shaw Nature Reserve of the Missouri Botanical Garden and the apiarists of 
the Eastern Missouri Beekeepers’ Association. The grant money will be used to 
purchase seeds and plants, borders, signage, benches, etc. We will borrow 
gardening tools from the nearby 13th Street Garden and will work closely with 
that active group of neighborhood volunteers. The Maryville students will provide  
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the labor to prepare beds, borders, plant flowers, and maintain the garden for at 
least the two year period.  

Contact Persons: 

Tom Bratkowski, Ph.D., Professor of Biology, 

Maryville University  

650 Maryville University Dr. 

St. Louis, Missouri 63141 

Office Phone: 314-529-9570   email: Tbratkowski@maryville.edu 
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